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**READ**  
 
All of these events involve a 100 multiple-choice question exam at all 
levels of competition. You have an hour and a half to complete the exam.  
 
At states and nationals, there is also a role-play component to 
competition. Role plays are like fake interviews/meetings. You are to 
assume the role of some professional (like marketing director of xyz 
company), and are given a situation and asked to explain what your advice 
would be. 
 
You will be given the scenario right before your presentation and will have 
10 minutes to prepare ideas for principles and individual series events, 
and 30 minutes to prepare for team decision events. For principles and 
individual series, you will have 10 minutes maximum to share your 
ideas/knowledge/advice with the judge, and 15 minutes if you are 
competing in team decision. 
 
You can write on unlimited amounts of paper during your preparation 
time and can use it during the presentation/back-and-forth. 
 
Each role play scenario will also include a list of performance indicators. 
You can think of these as technical concepts that you are supposed to 
mention in the presentation. For example, a performance indicator listed 
in a past “Sports and Entertainment Marketing” individual series role play 
was “identify factors affecting a business’s profit.” This means you should 
mention a factor affecting business profit during your presentation, but 
be casual with it. A list of all possible performance indicators for each 
event can be found on the deca.org website under high school competitive 
events. Learn about all these concepts beforehand, and you’ll be set. 
 
Good luck! 



 

Competitive Events 
 

…. = Hospitality and Tourism …. = Management/Administration 
 
…. = Entrepreneurship       …. = Finance      …. = Marketing 
 
 
Principles: (New DECA members)  
Business Management and Administration 
Finance 
Hospitality and Tourism 
Marketing 
 
Team Decision: (Test separately -average scores) 
Business Law and Ethics 
Buying and Merchandising  
Entrepreneurship 
Financial Services 
Hospitality Services 
Marketing Management 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing 
Travel and Tourism 
 
Individual Series: (Experienced DECA members) 
Accounting Applications 
Apparel and Accessories Marketing 
Automotive Services Marketing 
Business Finance 
Business Services Marketing 
Entrepreneurship 
Food Marketing 
Hotel and Lodging Management 



 

Human Resources Management 
Marketing Communications 
Quick Serve Restaurant Management 
Restaurant and Food Service Management 
Retail Merchandising 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing 
Personal Financial Literacy 

 
 
 
 
 

Ask any officer for help with your 
competition preparation, and they will 

happily point you to someone who is 
experienced in your category 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Testing Tips 
 

● Pick a category that interests you and best suits your abilities 
● Use previous exams to practice (can be found on deca.org and the 

canvas preparation page) 
● Go through more than one exam 
● Read the descriptions given for each correct answer 

○ Even if you get the answer right make sure to read the 
description as it will give you new insight and will also tell you 
why the other options are incorrect which can then help you 
with another question.  

● If you do not understand certain vocabulary terms used in the exam 
then highlight the words and look up the definitions. 

○ Make notes of the definitions either on the test or on 
flashcards to help you as these words are likely to come up on 
other questions.  

● Give yourself plenty of time to study 
○ Study weeks in advance, do not wait until last minute 

● Do not be discouraged if you get many answers wrong, this is part of 
the learning process, reviewing the concepts will help you succeed 
when the real tests comes around  

○ Do not simply memorize answers, make sure you understand 
the concepts as the questions will change for your real exam.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Role Play Tips 
 

● Read over all performance indicators for the role play 
○ Follow the words exactly and make sure you hit every 

objective as the judges will score you on each one 
● Use the paper given as scratch work and to make notes 

○ Do not write on the actual questions as this is not allowed 
under real competition scenarios 

● Think of creative ways to utilize the paper in front of you to present 
to the judges 

○ For example, create a business card, a pamphlet, a flyer, a 
makeshift powerpoint  

○ Don’t worry about elaborate drawings or writing. You can 
squiggle something on the paper, draw a circle and say “this 
pie graph shows that…” 

● Make sure to shake the judge’s hand, even if you have more than one 
judge 

○ Practice your handshakes with a partner to ensure your 
handshake is not weak 

● Ask the judge if you may sit down after shaking their hand. Do not 
just sit down as it is impolite 

● Don’t give a presentation, have a conversation 
○ Use normal mannerisms: nod your head, use your hands to 

emphasize a point (within reason), sit up straight but don’t 
lean forward too much, make eye contact, etc. 


